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FOREWORD 

To  the  Mayor,  AJdernien  and  Councillors 

of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950,  being  the  seventy-eighth  of  the  series,  on  the  health  of  the 
people  of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

The  work  of  the  Department  presented  in  these  pages  was  carried 
out  under  my  predecessor.  Dr.  James  F.  Swan,  who  retired  from  the 
position  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  January,  1951. 

A study  of  the  vital  statistics  enumerated  in  this  report  shows  that 
the  health  of  the  Borough  continues  to  improve,  and  new  low'  records 
were  established  for  the  general  death  rate,  the  infant  mortality  rate 
and  the  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  death  rate. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  1,586,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
22'6  per  1,000  population,  as  against  22'0  for  the  i^revious  year.  This 
rate  is  well  above  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  is  15'8  per  1,000 
population.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  701,  giving 
a general  death  rate  of  lO'O  per  thousand  (the  lowest  ever  recorded), 
as  against  11'2  lor  the  previous  year  and  H'G  for  England;  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  IMortality  Rate  was  47'3  per  1,000  live  births,  as 
against  54‘5  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  a welcome  improvement, 
being  the  low'est  rate  ever  recorded,  but  is  still  substantially  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  namely  29.8.  It  is  to  be  hoj^ed  that 
with  greater  ante-natal  care  and  modern  medical  supervision  the  rate 
may  be  lowered  still  further. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
during  the  year,  818  as  compared  with  73'5  for  the  previous  year.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  greater  advantage  is  not  taken  of  the  facilities 
available  for  vaccination  to  be  carried  out,  as  there  is  always  the  risk  of 
smallpox  being  imported  into  the  Borough  from  overseas. 
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The  arrangements  made  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria  were  the  same  as  in  the  previous  years;  1,073  children 
received  a complete  course  of  inoculation  and  607  previously  inoculated 
children  were  given  a reinforcing  injection.  The  success  of  this  method 
of  prevention  is  well  seen  in  that  only  one  case  of  diphtlieria  occurred 
during  the  year. 

l 

Following  the  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  B fever  in  1949,  all  the 
cases  and  carriers  arising  in  this  outbreak  were  followed  up  during  the 
year,  bacteriological  examinations  being  made  in  each  case,  but  in  no 
instance  was  any  person  found  to  be  excreting  paratyphoid  bacilli. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  0‘88  per  1,000 
population;  this  figure,  though  an  improvement  on  previous  years  and 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough,  is  still  much  greater  than 
that  of  England  and  Wales,  namely  0‘36.  The  Local  Authority  is 
responsible  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  tuberculosis.  This  is 
accomplished  by  endeavouring  to  discover  the  individual  patient,  by 
reducing  as  far  as  possible  the  danger  of  the  patient  spreading  infection, 
and  as  infection  is  chiefly  spread  by  intimate  contact,  by  encouraging 
the  provision  of  separate  sleeping  accommodation  where  possible,  by 
educating  the  public  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of  the  disease,  and  by 
measures  to  raise  the  resistance!  of  individual  contacts  such  as  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  A mass  miniature  radiography  survey  was  carried  out  in 
the  Borough,  as  outlined  on  page  37),  l)ut  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so 
few  of  the  residents  took  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided;  it  is 
hoped  that  a better  response  will  be  obtained  on  the  occasion  of  the 
next  visit  of  the  mass  radiogi'aphy  unit  to  the  area.  The  Local 
Authority  is  also  responsible  for  the  after-care  of  the  tuberculous  patient 
following  medical  treatment 

The  question  of  food  hygiene  has  been  attracting  increased  attention 
in  latter  years.  The  provision  of  clean,  safe  food  is  desired  by  all,  and 
the  education  in  hygienic  la'actices  of  all  who  handle  food  either  in  its 
preparation  or  sale,  is  essential  to  this  end.  Improved  standards  of 
cleanliness  in  shops  and  food  factories  are  necessary,  and  adequate 
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liaud-washiug  facilities  should  be  available  in  all  these  premises.  A 
detailed  exposition  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  inspectors  with 
regard  to  the  supervision  and  sampling  of  food  suiiplies  vvill  be  found 
on  page  41. 

The  problem  of  atinospheric  pollution  is  still  serious,  though  it  has 
improved  somewhat  lately.  When  the  recording  station  is  established 
in  Linacre  Koad  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  definite  evidence  as  to  the 
amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  Borough. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  tender  to  you,  and  especially  to  your 
Health  Committee  and  its  Chairman,  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Chief 
Officials  of  the  Corporation,  my  thanks  for  your  encouragement  and 
consideration;  and  to  all  the  staff  of  the  de2:)artment  my  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  their  help  and  assistance. 

T.  R.  ROBEETON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I. 


Constitution  of  Committees 


Health  Committee 

Councillor  Dr.  Brown,  j.p.,  Chairman. 

Mr,.  Councillor  Rogerson,  Deputy  Chairman. 
His  Worship  the  IMayor  (D.  B.  Black,  Esq.,  j.p.). 


Mr  Alderman  T.  Connolly. 
Mr.  Alderman  Harrison. 
Mrs.  Alderman  Pritchard. 

]\Ir.  i^LDERMAN  SpENCE,  J.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  Cain,  j.p. 


Mr.  Councillor  Ellis. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hardacre. 
Councillor  Dr.  Harris,  j.p 
Mr.  Councillor  Hevey. 
Mr.  Councillor  Houghton. 


Co-opted  Members 

Representatives  of  the  Bootle  Local  Medical  Committee: 

Dr.  T.  M.  Jones  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Wood. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Local  Dental  Practitioners  Committee 

Mr.  J.  D.  Crichton,  j.p. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Pharmaceutical  Committee: 

AIr.  L.  D,  Parry. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  General  Hospital: 

Mr.  W.  Ross,  j.p. 
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General  Health  Committee 

CuuxciLLOii  Du.  Brown,  j.p.,  Cliairmau 
Mu.  CoUNCiLLOu  Eogeuson,  Deputy  Chairinaa 


His  Wouship  the  Mayor  (D. 

B.  Black,  Esq.,  j.p.). 

Mr  Alderman  T.  Connolly. 

Mu.  Councillor  Ellis. 

Mr.  Alderman  Harrison. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hardacre. 

Mrs  Alderman  Pritchard. 

Councillor  Dr.  Harris,  j.p. 

Mr.  Alderman  Spence,  j.p. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hevey. 

Mr.  Councillor  Cain,  j.p. 

j\Ik.  Councillor  Houghton. 
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Section  11. 


Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

James  F.  Swan,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g.,  d.p.h. 


Dcputij  Medical  Officer  of  Ilcallh: 

il.  IF  ClAKKE,  M.B.  , CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

C.  M.  Connolly,  m.b.,  b.ch. 

(from  11th  December). 

(One  vacancy). 

Tuberculosis  Officer  (Joint  Appointment): 

G.  H.  Murray,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.p.e. 

Senior  Dental  Officer: 

H.  B.  Dawes,  l.d.s. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

(Two  vacancies). 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant  and 
Health  Education  Officer: 

H.  Allen  Lord,  b.a.,  a.c.c.s. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  B.  Dowd,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m., 

H.V.CERT. 

Health  Visitor  (Tuberculosis): 

Miss  E.  P.  Stark. 

Miss  S.  Eeck  (from  9th  October). 

Visiting  Specialists: 

I.  A.  Tumarkin,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s., 

U.L.O.,  Aural  Surgeon. 

E.  Allan,  m.b..  ch.b.. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

F.  C.  Dwyer,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s., 

M.cu.oRTU.,  Orlliouaedic  Surgeon. 


Consultant  Ohstet  rician: 

P.  Malpas,  m.b.,  ch.m.,  f.r.c.s., 

F.R.C.O.n. 

Part-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer: 

G.  Lennon,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  F.  Clark,  m.sc.,  d.i.c.,  f.r.i.c. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  H.  W.attleworth,  f.r.san.i. 

M.R.I.P.H.H.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

J.  M.  Cangley. 

S.  T.  Davies  (from  30th  October). 

A.  Downie  (from  1st  November). 

S.  Hesketh  (Meat  & Foods  Inspector). 
D.  C.  -Tones  (Temp.) 

(from  6th  November). 

W.  E.  Leather. 

W.  J.  Mason. 

G.  B.  Owens  (to  11th  November). 

Municipal  Midwives: 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Hoy  (Superintendent  to 
•27th  June.  Non-medical  Supervisor 
from  28th  June). 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Bartlett  (to  27th  October). 
Mrs.  M.  a.  E.  Chamberlain. 
jMrs.  M.  W.  Drewery. 

Mrs.  \Y.  j.  Collins. 

Mbs.  G.  a.  Newnes. 

Mrs.  C.  K.  Roberts. 

Mrs.  E.  Shaw. 

Miss  A.  E.  Thrash. 

Mtss  C.  Wii.r.iAMS  (to  27th  May). 

Mrs.  \V.  Worthington. 
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STAFF — continued 


Health  Visitors; 

Miss  E.  Bassett. 

Mrs.  V.  A.  Benson. 

Miss  P.  M.  Hill  (15th  Aug.  to  21st  Oct.). 
Miss  F.  M.  Hughes. 

Miss  J.  Lynch. 

Miss  L.  \V.  Skinner. 

Miss  E.  L.  Thomas. 

Miss  E.  Edwards  (from  12th  June). 
Mrs.  M.  F.  Cordon  (Sludciit  H.V.). 

Miss  M.  0.  Hughes  (Studvnt  H.V.). 

\ssistants  to  Health  Visitors: 

Mrs.  H.  Small  (to  1st  November). 

Matron,  Home  Nursing  Service: 

Miss  F.  B.  Laing  (to  30tb  September). 
(Vacancy). 

Mental  Health  Offieers: 

Mr.  J.  \Y.  Harper 

(Duly  Authorised  Officer). 
Miss  M.  M.  Winkle  do. 

Oomestie  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  E.  Lander. 


Clerks: 

Mr.  H.  a.  Brown,  o.b.e.  (Chief  Clerk). 
Mrs.  E.  Allinson. 

Miss  K.  Burgess. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Cahill. 

Mrs.  j.  M.  James. 

Miss  D.  M.  Latimer. 

Miss  M.  Turner. 

Miss  A.  M.  Girvan  (Clinic  Assistant). 
Mrs.  D.  Murphy  do. 

Miss  G.  Williams  (Dental  Attendant). 
Miss  D.  Bernard  do. 

Ambulance  Supervisor: 

Mr.  j.  Farrelly  (Acting). 


I 
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Section  111. 

Vital  Statistics 

Civilian  Population  (Pegistrar-General’s  estimate  at  mid-yeai 


1950)  70,240 

I’opulation  at  Census  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...70,770 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  river  bed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,414  ; 

Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to  I'ate  books  ...  ...10,080  , 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to  rate  books  ...  32  J 

Live  Births — Males  804,  Females  782  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,586  i 

Birth  Bate  (per  1,000  population^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22'G 

Still  Births — ^Males  21,  Females  17  ...  ....  ...  ...  38' 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  23'4  1 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  701  I 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ...  ...  ...  lO'O  ' 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  ...  ...  1‘23  i 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year)  ...  ...  75  i 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  47'3  i 

(Legitimate  46'8,  illegitimate  57'9) 

Deaths  from  Whooiring  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ■ 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  0 


Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population)  0'84  ; 
Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population)  0‘88  ■ 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1949,  was  £489,622  . 

The  estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1950-51  ...  £1,938  • 

In  1950-51  the  General  Rate  was  19/9  in  the  £ (excluding  Water  rate 
and  charges). 

The  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1950-51  was  estimated  at 
.£38.237,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  Is.  7’27d.  I”  the  .£, 
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Section  IV. 

Comparison  of  Statistics  with  those  of 
Previous  Years 


Population. 

The  Census  returns  from  the  year  1881  show  the  population  of  the 
Borough  as  follows: — ' 


1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 


27,374 

49,217 

58,556 

69,876 

76,487 

76,770 


The  Eegistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  at 
mid-year  was  70,240.  This  estimate  shows  that  the  population  of  the 
Borough  last  year  was  some  240  more  than  in  the  summer  of  1949, 
this  figure  including  members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  at  home  and 
abroad. 


M.arriages. 

Tlie  Superintendent  Registrar  states  that  the  number  of  marriages 
dm'ing  the  year  was  628. 

From  a total  of  653  in  1938,  the  number  of  marriages  rose  to  801 
in  1940,  then  dropped  to  469  in  1941.  This  was  followed,  by  a steady 
rise  to  662  in  1947.  In  1948  the  number  fell  to  624.  In  1949  there  was 
an  increase  to  661,  and  this  year’s  figure  shows  a slight;  decrease. 


Birtks. 

During  the  year  lf586  live  births  were  registered,  representing  a 
birth  rate  of  22'0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  that  for  England  and 
Wales  being  15’8.  There  were  804  male  and  782  female  births.  It  will 
be  noted  that  the  birth  rate  is  as  usual  well  above  the  national  rate. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  1873-1950. 


Period. 

BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales 

Births. 

Rate  per  l.OOO- 

Rate  per  1,000- 

1873—1880  ... 

6,840 

38-6 

35-4 

1881—1890  ... 

15,508 

36-8 

32-4 

1891—1900  ... 

17,716 

33-2 

29-9 

1901—1910  ... 

20,468 

32-3 

27-2 

1911—1920  ... 

20,748 

27-6 

21-8 

1921—1930  ... 

18,884 

22-8 

18-4 

1931—1935  ... 

8,367 

21-8 

150 

1936—1940  ... 

7,959 

21-6 

14-9  ■ 

1941 

1,199 

22-8 

14-2 

1942 

1,104 

23-9 

15-8 

1943 

1,327 

26'5 

16’5 

1944 

1,574 

282 

17  6 

1945 

1,429 

24-4 

161 

1946 

1,797 

27-9 

19- 1 

1947 

2,022 

30-3 

20-5 

1948 

1,700 

24-5 

17-9 

1949 

1,541 

220 

16-7 

1950 

1,586 

22-6 

15-8 

The  illegitimate  births  (including  stillbirths)  numbered  73  and 
were  4'5  per  cent  of  the  total  live  and  still  births.  In  19-19  the  number 
was  83. 


Deatlis. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during  1950  was 
701,  includi)ig  04  who  died  in  institutions  within  the  Borough,  and  3‘20 
who  died  in  institutions  outside  the  Borough,  of  whom  19  died  in 
mental  hospitals.  This  gives  a total  of  384  deaths  in  institutions,  i.e., 
54'7  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared  with  50'0  per  cent  in 
1949.  The  deaths  during  the  year  are  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  KVO 
jaer  1,000  as  compared  with  11.2  jier  1,000  in  1949.  This  is  the  lowest 
death  rate  over  recorded  in  the  Borough  and  compares  favourably  with 
the  rate  of  I2'3  for  the  120  great  towns  of  Jfngland  and  Wales. 
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DEATH  RATES,  1873-1950. 


Period. 

BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales. 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000- 

Rale  per  1,000- 

1873—1880  ... 

3,823 

21-7 

21-2 

1881—1890  .. 

8,260 

19-9 

191 

1891—1900  ... 

10,942 

20-6 

18-2 

1901—1910  ... 

11,400 

17-8 

15-4 

1911—1920  .. 

12,470 

171 

14-3 

1921—1930  ... 

10,336 

13-5 

12- 1 

1931—1935  ... 

5,212 

13-5 

120 

1936—1940  ... 

5,019 

13-8 

12-5 

1941 

1,227 

23  3 

12-9  : 

1942 

629 

13  6 

i ire 

1943 

745 

14-9 

121  1 

1944 

732 

13-1 

11'6 

1945 

754 

12-9 

1 11-4 

1946 

793 

12-3 

11-5 

1947 

866 

130 

120 

1948 

734 

10.6 

: 10-8 

1949 

783 

11-2 

11-7 

1950 

701 

lO'O 

11-6 

COMPARAHVE  MORTALITY  AND  BIRTH  RATES. 


Death  Rate 
all  causes  per 
1,000  of  population. 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
population. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  live 
births. 

BOOTLE  

10-0 

22-6 

47-3 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns? 

12-3 

17-6 

33-8 

148  Smaller  Towns., 

11-6 

16-7 

29-4 

(Resident  population 
2.5,000—50,000  at  1931 
Census) 

England  and  Wales 

11-6 

15-8 

29-8 
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Oauses  o f Deatk.  I 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  shown  in  the  j 
table  oil  page  59. 

. 

Carnmunicable  Diseases. — Epidemic  diseases,  excluding  tubercu-  i 
losis,  accounted  for  97  deaths.  There  was  one  death  from  whooping  j 
cough,  aiul  none  from  measles.  Deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  j 
numbered  7 as  compared  with  18  during  1949;  6 were  of  infants  under  j 
f'lQe  year. 

llespiratorn  Diseases. — I’neumonia  was  responsible  for  31  deaths,  i 
broucliitis  for  57,  and  other  respiratory  diseases  for  6,  making  the  total  j 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (excluding  influenza  and  tuberculosis)  j 
f)4.  This  amounts  to  13.4  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  as 
compared  with  14'6  per  cent,  in  1949.  Influenza  was  recorded  as  a 
cause  of  death  in  2 cases. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  107  cases, 
as  compared  with  112  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer 
death-rate  of  1'5'  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1'6 
during  the  year  1949. 

Violent  Causes. — There  were  27  deaths  from  violent  causes  (in- 
cluding 5 from  road  traffic  accidents)  and  8 from  suicide. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Eorty  children  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  month,  of  whom  thirty-four  died  during  the  first  week  of  life. 
This  gives  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  25'2  per  1,000  births.  Pre- 
maturity was  responsible  for  17  of  the  neo-natal  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  w'ere  75  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  compared  with  84  in  1949.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
was  47‘3  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  54’5  in  1949,  and  78'0  in  the 
decennium  1938  to  1947. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  males  was  50’9  and  in  females  43'5 
Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  was  29'8  per 
1,000  births,  and  in  the  126  great  towns  it  \s  as  33'8. 

The  most  impoi'tant  of  tlie  causes  of  infant  death  were  : Bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  15,  congenital  malfoimations,  birth  injuries  and  diseases 
peculiar  to  infancy  24,  diaialioea  and  enteritis  7,  ]U’ematui’e  birth  17. 

The  rale  of  infant  mortality  in  legitimate  infants  was  4G'8  and  in 
illegitimate  infants  it  was  57‘9. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE-BOOTLE  COMPARED 
WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Years. 

BOOTLK. 

England  & Wales. 

' 1901-05  

1G6 

138 

1906-10  

130 

117 

1911-15  

133 

110 

1916-20  

103 

91 

' 1921-25  

91 

76 

1926-30  

89 

68 

1931-35 

87 

62 

1936-40  

74 

55 

1941  

108 

59 

1942  

72 

49 

1943  

76 

49 

1944  

61 

46 

1945  

69 

46 

1946  

75 

43 

1947  

91-5 

41 

1948  ... 

54T 

34 

1949  ... 

54-5 

32 

1950  ..... 

47-3 

29-8 

A tabular  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the 
age  of  one  year  is  given  on  page  60. 

Deaths  of  Children  aged  1-5  years. — There  were  6 deaths  of  children 
aged  1 to  5 years,  as  compared  with  23  in  1949.  The  causes  of  death 
were  tuberculosis  2,  pneumonia  2,  accident  1,  other  causes  1. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  two  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  during  the  year,  but  no^  deaths  occurred'  from 
puerperal  fever.  In  both  cases  death  occurred  in  hospital.  In  one  case 
the  patient  died  from  haemorrhage  shortly  after  confinement,  and  in 
the  other  case  the  patient  was  admitted  as  an  emergency  suffering  from 
a kidney  complaint  and  died  shortly  after  admission.  In  both  eases  the 
circumstances  were  investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
confidential  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Maternal  Mortality  set  uj)  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Inquests. — Inquests  were  held  on  38  deaths. 


Section  V. 
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Services  Provided  Linder  Part  III 

of  the 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 


Care  of  jMotliers  and  Young  diildren. 

Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  Section  203  of  the  Public 
Plealth  Act,  1936,  was  1,690  live  births  and  39  still  births. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

Notification  is  made  in  cases  where  the  Ijirth  weight  is  5^1b.  or  less. 
In  the  case  of  domiciliary  confinements  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  a 
separate  bedroom  for  mother  and  infant,  and  to  provide  a draught-proof 
cot  with  detachable  lining,  suitable  beddings,  hot  water  bottles  and 
special  feeding  bottles;  if  any  of  the  latter  I'equirements  are  not  avail- 
able they  can  be  provided  on  loan  from  the  Health  Department. 


In  every  case  of  premature  birth  occurring  at  home  close  liaison  is 
observed  between  the  midwifery  staff  and  the  health  visitors.  Special 
reference  is  made  by  the  hospital  authorities  to  the  midwifery  service 
when  premature  babies  are  discharged  from  hospital.  Information  is 
given  as  to  the  child’s  general  condition  and  methods  of  feeding,  special 
attention  being  paid  to'  these  cases  by  the  staff.  Before  the  midwife 
relinquishes  responsibility  arrangements  are  made  for  the  Health 
Visitor  for  the  district  to  take  over  early  supervision. 


The  following  notifications  of  premature  births  to  mothers  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  Borough  were  received ; — 

In  Borough — BIETHS. 

(a)  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  Maternity  Plornes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Outside  Borough — 

(a)  Walton  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(b)  Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  Other  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  PI 
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Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  192G  to  1937. 

Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year; 
the  vision  was  unimpaired  in  both  cases. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Five  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  each  week  until  2nd  November, 
when  one  Clinic  was  discontinued.  During  the  year  855  new  cases 
attended,  corresponding  to  54’0  per  cent,  of  the  total  registered  births; 
in  addition  350  cases  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  continued 
under  supervision,  and  a total  of  3,907  attendances  was  made,  with  an 
average  of  16  patients  per  session.  It  should  be  noted  that  Bootle 
patients  intending  to  enter  Walton  Hospital  for  confinement  usually 
attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  at  that  Institution. 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 

During  the  year  120  mothers  attended  for  post-natal  examination. 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Five  infant  clinic  sessions  were  conducted  weekly  throughout  the 

vear. 

%/ 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 


New  Cases. 

. Attendances, 

Clinic, 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five 
years. 

Total. 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five- 
years. 

Total. 

No. 

of 

Sessions 

Average 
attend- 
ance at 
clinic. 

Health  Centre — 

Monday  afternoon  .. 

197 

22 

219 

1617 

266 

1883 

48 

39-2 

Wednesday  afternoon 

276 

28 

804 

2478 

363 

2841 

52 

54-6 

Thursday  afternoon  . 

169 

23 

192 

1579 

266 

1845 

52 

CO 

Hertford  Road 

Church  Hall — 

Tuesday  afternoon  .. 

18'J 

19 

208 

1604 

151 

1785 

51 

1.0 

*o 

CO 

Thursday  afternoon.. 

157 

19 

176 

1124 

171 

1295 

51 

25-4 

Totals 

988 

111 

1099 

8402 

1247 

9649 

254 

38-0 

1 
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Supplij  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices. 

ihe  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  distribution  of  fruit  juices  i 
and  cod  liver  oil  to  mothers  and  young  children  was  continued  during 
the  year,  and  this  valuable  siipj^lement  to  the  vitamin  content  of  their  ■ 
diet  is  available  to  all  expectant  mothers  and  to  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five  years. 

Issues  of  vitamin  products  to  infants  and  expectant  mothers  through 
the  Council’s  clinics  and  Nursery  Classes  were  as  follows:  — 


Free. 

Sold. 

% of 
potential 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) 

12,191  . 

output. 

■■  J 19-5 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Tablets  (packets) 

3,778  .. 

— 

Orange  Juice  (bottles) 

3,146  .. 

. 33,004  . 

..  18T 

A.  & D.  Tablets 

3,778  .. 

— 

..  30-6 

Residential  Nursery,  Formby. 

This  Kesidential  Nursery,  which  was  opened  on  bth  December, 
1945,  for  the  reception  of  twenty-two  infants,  has  made  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  in  that  it 
accommodated  the  infants  of  mothers  who  were  in  hospital  or  maternity 
home,  or  whose  economic  status  made  it  necessary  for  the  child  to  be 
temporarily  cared  for  away  from  home.  The  administration  of  the 
Nursery  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Children’s  Committee. 

Every  child  on  admission  and  discharge  is  seen  by  one  of  the  l 
medical  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  the  Department  1 
is  responsible  for  the  routine  medical  examination  of  the  children  while  I 
they  are  resident  in  the  Nursery. 

Litherlaud  Day  Nursery. 

One  Bootle  child  was  accommodated  at  the  Lancashire  County 
Council’s  Day  Nursery  at  Litherlaud  for  five  months  as  a special  case,  ■ 
for  which  the  Health  Committee  accepted  financial  responsibility. 

Convalescent  Home  Provision.  , 

During  the  year  18  children  under  five  years  of  a^e  and  105 
children  over  that  age  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes. 
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Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

Special  arrangements  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  have  been 
operating  for  some  years.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  responsible 
for  taking  such  action  as  it  possible  in  the  interests  of  the  unmarried 
mother  and  her  child. 


Sixty-two  cases  were  dealt  with;  these  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  from  the  following  sources : — 


Before  Confinement — 

Moral  Welfare  Agencies  ... 
Walton  Hospital  ... 
Ante-natal  clinics  ... 
Municipal  Midwives 
Health  Visitors 
Mothers’  own  application 

Birth  Notifications 


5 

18 

10 

5 
G 

6 


50 

12 


62 


The  work  done  in  this  connection  comprised  511  visits  to  homes 
and  10  office  interviews. 


Four  of  the  unmarried  mothers  were  admitted  to  Homes  of  the 
Moral  Welfare  Agencies  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation.  Seven 
unmarried  mothers  subsequently  married. 

Tlie  final  disposal  of  the  infants  was  as  follows : — 

Remained  with  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Legal  adoption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Removed  from  district,  or  death  ...  ...  10 


The  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association. 

Representatives  of  this  Association  have  attended  clinics  weekly  to 
undertake  on  behalf  of  the  Council  arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
fitting  of  orthopaedic  appliances  prescribed  by  the  medical  staff,  and 
the  provision  of  clothing,  fireguards  and  convalescent  home  treatment. 
During  the  year  the  Association  dealt  with  358  new  cases  (130  children 
under  5 years  and  227  school  children);  123  children  were  sent  to  Con- 
valescent Homes,  with  an  average  stay  for  18  children  under  five  of 
38’33  days  and  for  105  children  over  five  years  of  30'03  days. 

The  staff  visited  1,599  cases  at  home,  and  1,115  cases  were  inter- 
viewed at  the  clinic. 
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Atunicipal  Atiilwifery  Service. 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Practise. 

Forty-three  midwives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  their  intention 
to  practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough;  11  of  these  were  municipal  mid- 
wives,  20  were  engaged  in  Liverpool  Hospitals,  1 in  a private  Nursing 
Home,  and  5 in  the  Bootle  Maternity  Home. 


Cases  attended  by  Municipal  Midivives. 

Cases  attended  (a)  as  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

(b)  as  maternity  nurse  ...  ...  ...  75 

Flome  Visits  (ante-natal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,775 

,,  ,,  (puerperium)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,610 


Of  the  total  of  1,624  birth  to  Bootle  mothers  the  municipal  mid- 
wives attended  484  births  (29'8  per  cent.),  and  the  remaining  births 


took  place  in  the  following  institutions:  — 

Walton  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  •••  605 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  118 

Bootle  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  hospitals,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  •••  105 


(These  figures  include  38  stillbirths.) 

Patients  engage  the  services  of  the  midwife  nearest  to  their  own 
homes,  and  the  midwife  is  responsible  for  their  ante-natal  care  from 
the  date  of  booking. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

Nine  municipal  midwives  are  qualified  to  admmister  gas-air 
analgesia;  four  sets  of  apparatus  are  in  use. 

During  the  year  gas-air  analgesia  was  given  in  282  cases. 

Medical  Aid. 

The  services  of  a medical  practitioner  were  requested  in  92 
maternity  cases  during  the  year.  In  48  cases  the  medical  practitioners 
had  arranged  to  provide  t’le  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service.  In  the  remaining  44  cases  the 
Local  Authoilty  paid  the  fees  of  tlie  practitioners. 


Transport . 

Tlie  Superintendent 
annum,  and  one  of  the 


kfidwife  receives  a car  allowance  of  £25  per 
domiciliary  midwives  a car  allowance  of  £15 
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per  tinmini.  Those  municipiil  midwives  who  ]»ossess  a bicycle  receive  arl 
allowance  of  7/6  per  month.  During  the  night,  if  pnblic  service  vehicles 
are  not  available,  transport  is  provided  from  the  Ambnlance  Depot,  and 
if  a vehicle  is  not  available  from  the  Depot  the  midwives  hire  a taxi. 


Health  V isiting. 

Home  Visitation. 

The  staff  paid  20,744  home  visits,  including  7,986  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  and  10,091  visits  to  children  aged  from  one  to  five  years. 

Home  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  713  home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  to 
advise  them  on  general  and  personal  hygiene,  with  a view  to  promoting 
normal  childbhth. 

Staff. 

The  establishment  provides  for  one  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 
and  ten  full-time  health  visitors,  of  whom  one  is  mainly  responsible 
for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  seven  health  visitors  were  employed,  and  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  maintain  a full  staff. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  health  visitors,  the  Committee 
in  November  1948  approved  of  a scheme  for  the  engagement  of  student 
health  visitors  who  would  attend  a whole-time  course  of  training  at  the 
Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene  and  would  receive  during  the 
first  year  three-quarters  of  the  minimum  salary  laid  down  for  health 
visitors  in  the  Ilushcliffe  Report.  After  the  period  of  training  they 
would  return  to  the  service  of  the  Authority  for  the  remainder  of  the 
twelve  months,  and  if  successful  in  obtaining  the  Health  Visitor’s 
Certificate  would,  if  required,  give  a further  twelve  months’  service  to 
the  Authority.  One  student  obtained  the  Certificate  during  the  year, 
and  two  students  were  engaged. 

Home  Nursing. 

Premises. 

The  residential  headquarters  of  the  Nursing  Home  Service  have  l)een 
established  at  11,  Breeze  Hill  since  30th  Sei)tember,  1949.  Tlie  house 
is  a large  semi-detached,  three-storeyed  house  providing  ample  accom- 
modation for  the  staff  and  for  tlie  other  requirements  of  a Home  Nursing 
Headquarters. 
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Staff. 

Miss  F.  B.  Laing,  Superintendent,  resigned  with  effect  from  30th 
September,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  obtain  a successor. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  an  Acting  Matron, 
one  other  State  Registered  Nurse,  three  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses,  and 
one  part-time  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse. 

Visits. 

During  tlie  year  20,26-1  visits  were  paid  to  1,214  patients,  including 
62  cases  carried  over  from  1949. 

Transport. 

The  Home  Nurses  are  granted  a cycle  allowance  of  7/6  per  month 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination. 

During  the  year  vaccination  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners  and  by  the  Local  Health  Authority's  medical  staff.  The 
numbers  dealt  with  were  as  follows:  — 

By  general  practitioners  ...  ...  ...  385 

By  Local  Health  Authority’s  staff  ...  ...  433 

The  proportion  of  children  under  one  year  vaccinated  represents 
45'6  per  cent,  of  the  live  births  during  the  year. 

During  1932  a scheme  was  inaugurated  whereby  a specific  clinic 
appointment  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  made  to  parents 
when  their  children  reach  the  age  of  nine  months.  During  the  year  a 
total  of  1,073  children  completed  the  series  of  inoculations.  This 
compares  with  1,180  children  inoculated  in  1949.  A reinforcing 
inoculation  was  given  to  667  previously  inoculated  children  on  their 
reaching  school  age.  The  present  position  is  that  49’4  per  cent,  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  73'8  per  cent,  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been  protected  against  this  disease. 

Parents  are  advised  that  immunisation  can  be  carried  out  either 
by  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  staff. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  completing  the 
series  of  inoculations  since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 
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Amltulance  Service. 

Administration. 

The  Ambulanee  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Agon cy  A rra ngements . 

Following  an  intimation  from  the  Liverpool  City  Council  that  the 
City’s  Ambulance  Service  would  not  be  in  a position  to  continue  the 
transport  of  certain  Bootle  cases  under  agency  arrangements,  the  Bootle 
Ambulance  Service  was  augmented  sO'  as  to  enable  it  to  meet  all 
demands.  As  from  1st  June,  1950,  the  agency  arrangements  with  the 
Liverpool  City  Council  were  discontinued,  but  it  was  decided  to  continue 
the  arrangements  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  mutual  aid 
in  cases  of  emergency.  By  bringing  the  whole  of  the  Service  under  one 
administration  it  has  been  ]Dossible  to  effect  economies  and  to  consider- 
ably reduce  the  running  cost  per  mile. 

Vehicles. 

Two  new  vehicles  were  delivered  during  the  year,  both  Bedford 
30-cwt.  ambulance  chassis  with  Lomas  body.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Committee  considered  the  purchase  of  an  additional  ambulance 
and  decided  that  in  the  estimates  for  the  next  financial  year  provision 
should  )je  made  for  the  purchase  of  a Daimler  ambulance.  The  Com- 
mittee also  decided  to  jDurchase  a new  sitting/  case  car,  but  in  view  of 
the  long  period  of  delivery  entailed  in  the  purchase  of  new  vehicles,  a 
secondhand  Chrysler  saloon  was  obtained  in  December. 

Staff. 

The  number  of  arnlfulance  driver/attendants  was  increased  to  a 
total  of  21  in  addition  to  the  supervisor  and  telephonist. 

Ambulance  Depot. 

In  Noveml)er,  the  Committee  accepted  an  estimate  for  adaptations 
and  alterations  to  existing  buildings  to  provide  for  improved  garage 
accommodation  and  also  more  suitable  accommodation  for  the  staff. 
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]hiriiig  the  Year  the  mnnber  of  calls  dealt  with  was  as  follows  :■ 


Day. 

Night. 

7 a. in. — 11  p.in. 

11  p.m. — 7 a.m 

Hospital  Transfers 

...  2,5ol 

54 

Accidents  (a)  Docks 

...  334 

46 

(b)  Elsewhere 

500 

70 

Sickness  and  Maternity  . 

...  1,504 

...  445 

Removals  on  behalf  of 

Lancs. 

County  Council 

‘9 

2 

IMental  Health  Service 

...  175 

8 

Others 

...  311 

16 

5,514 

...  047 

In  1949  the  comparative  figures  wei’e  3,242  day  calls  and  313 
night  calls. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  above  categoi'ies  removed  during  the 
year  was  12,351. 

In  addition,  183  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  hospital 
by  the  ambulance  allocated  to  this  work. 

PrcTention  of  Illness  (C  are  and  After  Care) 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Health  Committee  has  appointed  a Care  Sub-Committee  to 
deal  with  the  special  problems  of  tuberculous  patients  in  the  home. 
In  addition  to  the  visits  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitoi-,  visits  to  the 
homes  of  tuberculous  patients  are  paid  by  Health  Visitoi's  and  assist- 
ance is  given  in  providing  nursing  requisites,  si:>utuni  flasks,  etc.  Whei'e 
the  housing  accommodation  is  overcrowded  or  unsuitable,  represen- 
tations are  made  by  fhe  ]\Iedical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Housin" 
Committee  so  that  prioi'ity  can  be  given  to  such  cases. 
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Mental  Illness  nr  Defectiveness. 

Two  whole-time  mental  health  workers  are  engaged,  and  they  made 
50  pre-care  and  311  after-care  visits  during  the  .year. 

There  is  no  Occupation  Centre  in  Bootle  for  mental  defectives,  but 
twelve  defectives  attend  the  Centre  at  Waterloo  by  arrangement  with 
the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  one  attends  a Liverpool  Centre 
by  arrangement  with  the  Livei’pool  City  Council.  Such  a centre  in 
the  Borough  would  be  a great  boon  to  parents  of  defective  children. 

Provision  of  Sick-room  Equipment . 

Articles  of  sick-room  equipment  are  stored  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  and  are  issued  on  loan.  A deposit  is 
requested  and  is  refunded  when  the  articles  are  returned  in  good 
condition. 

Convalescence 

In  accordance  with  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946  convalescence  not  involving  medical  treatment  was  arranged  for 
patients  recommended’  by  general  practitioners.  A period  of  convales- 
cence was  approved  by  the  Health  Committee  for  38  patients. 

I 

Healtli  HJucafion. 

Exhibiti on  S crcicc. 

The  use  of  the  Ex'hibitiou  Service  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  has  been  continued  during  the  .year,  and  the  various  topics 
displayed  on  the  Exhibition  Stand  at  the  Health  Centre.  In  addition, 
other  posters  and  leaflets  issued  bv  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  have  beoi  utilised. 

Films. 

The  film  “Another  Case  of  Poisoning, ’’  produced  by  the  IMinistry 
of  Health,  and  other  suppoting  films,  dealing  with  clean  food  were* 
exhibited  in  the  Borough  during  the  week  commencing  22nd  May,  by 
arrang('ment  with  flu*  Conlral  OI'I'k-u  of  Infoianation.  The  films  were 
sliown  in  schools,  at  tlu'  Ileallh  Centre,  and  at  the  Health  Ctfice.  The 
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I proprietors  of  local  food  factories,  cafes  and  shops  were  very  co-opera- 
tive and  they  arranged  for  their  staffs  to  see  the  films  during  working 
1 hours.  ]n  addition  a party  of  student  nurses  from  Ilootle  General 
I Hospital  saw  the  films.  Altogether  approximately  1,080  persons 
’ attended  the  liliu  exhibitions  as  follows;  — 


Senior  school  children 
Staffs  of  food  factories,  cafes  and  shops 
School  kitchen  staffs  and  house\yives  ... 
Student  nurses 


1,200 

330 

130 

20 


Many  interesting  questions  were  raised  and  were  dealt  with  by  the 
officials  present. 

In  spite  of  publicity  directed  towards  obtaining  a large  attendance 
of  housewives  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  not  possible  to  reach  this 
most  important  section  of  the  community. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

During  the  year  the  equivalent  of  12  full-time  workers  has  been 
engaged  togelher  with  the  supervisor  and  150  applications  have  been 
dealt  with,  representing  26,528  working  hours. 

Heavy  demands  have  been  made  on  the  Service  particidarly  bj^' 
chronic  patients  and  old  persons.  The  householders  utilising  the  sei'vice 
have  been  required  to  pay  towards  the  cost  in  accordance  with  the  scale 
I'econimended  by  the  Association  of  Municijird  Corporations,  but  thev 
have  the  right  to  appeal  against  the  assessment  in  cases  where  this  scale 
would  impose  undue  hardship. 
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Section  VI. 

Mental  Health  Service 

The  Mental  Health  Section  ot  the  Department  continued  through- 
out the  year  to  fulfil  all  demands  in  connection  with  : — 

1.  The  visitation,  certification  and  removal  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  toi  mental  hospitals  in  accordance  with  the  Lunacy  Act, 
1890. 

2.  The  visitation  and  subsequent  arrangements  for  the  admission 
and  treatment  of  “ voluntary  ” patients  in  mental  hospitals 
as  provided  for  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

3.  The  domiciliary  after’ care  and  welfare  of  patients  discharged 
from  mental  hospitals  and  recommended  for  such  care. 

4.  The  domiciliary  supervision  of  all  notified  cases  of  mental 
deficiency,  the  home  visitation  and  welfare  of  mental  defectives 
under  guardianship,  and  the  detailed  arrangements  arising  in 
connection  with  the  removal  of  those  mental  defectives  whom 
it  is  found  necessary  to  admit  to  institutions  or  colonies. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  available  for  duty  outside  office 
hours  and  the  two  Officers  undertake  full  stand-by  for  night  and  week- 
end duty  if  required.  They  are  provided  with  a telephone  and  the 
Police  Departmeirt  and  the  medical  practitioners  are  supplied  with 
information  to  enable  them  to  contact  the  officer  on  duty. 

Details  of  the  service  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Administration. 

(a)  The  kfental  Health  Sub-<  'oirnnittee  consists  of  o meml)ers,  4 being 
elected  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  1 a co-opted 
member  of  the  Health  Committee. 

kleetings  of  the  Committee  were  held  monthly. 

(b)  Staff. — The  medical  direction  of  the  service  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  Liver- 
pool City  Council  tire  services  of  a specialist  medical  officer  with 
experience  iir  both  mental  illness  and  mental  defectiveness  are 
available. 

Two  rnciTal  health  workers  are  engaged,  one  male  and  one  female,, 
and  these  have  been  designated  “ Duly  Authorised  Officers.” 

(c)  Co-onliiiatinn  u'ifti  IteijUmal  Hos]nla]  Board  and  Tloajnfal  Manage- 
vK'nt  Connnittee. — By  arrangement  with  tlie  Liver])ool  PegionaJ 
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Hospitnl  Board,  tho  services  ul  one  or  more  specialist,  medical 
officers  are  available  in  a consultative  capacity  in  connection  with 
the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives. 

(d)  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  associations. 

(e)  No  arrangements  have  been  initiated  for  the  training  of  additional 
jMental  Health  Workers. 

2.  Account  of  Work  undertaken  in  tke  Community. 

(a)  National  rioulth  Service  Act,  1940,  Sec.  28:  Freveniion  {Care  and 
After  Care). — During  the  year  80  i^re-care  and  dll  aftei'-care  visits 
were  made.  Seven  female  senile  dementia,  cases  were  removed  to 
Newsham  General  Hospital,  and  six  male  senile  dementia  cases  were 
removed  to  Westminster  House.  Arrangements  were  made  for  7 
patients  to  attend  Psychiatric  Clinics. 

(b)  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatmoit  Acts,  1890-1930. — Under  the 
Lunacy  i^ct,  1890,  as  amended  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
194G,  70  cases  were  removed  for  observation  to  Sefton  General 
Hospital,  5 to  Ormskirk  Hospital,  4 to  Winwick  Plospital,  and  5 to 
Birkenhead  Hosj^ital.  One  case  was  removed  on  a Justices’ 
Order  (Sec.  21)  to  Upton  Mental  Hospital  for  observation.  In 
addition,  65  cases  were  investigated,  five  voluntary  patients  were 
convey^ed  to  Piainhill  Hospital,  and  one  to  Winwick  Hospital. 

(c)  Supervision  of  Patients  on  Licence  .-Thirty-one  visits  were  made 
to  cases  on  licence  from  institutions,  and  32  visits  with  regard  to 
Home  Eeports  to  Institutions  in  respect  of  re-certification.  Arrange- 
ments were  carried  ont  for  actual  re-certification  of  2 cases. 

(d)  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38. 

(i)  Ascertainment. — Under  these  Acts  12  cases  were  ascertained 
and  found  subject  to  be  dealt  with.  There  are  6 cases  awaiting 
vacancies  in  institutions. 

(ii)  Guardianship  and  Supervision.- — Eight  visits  were  made  to 
two  guardianship  cases  and  634  to  voluntary  and  statutory 
supervision  cases.  Two  Justices’  Orders  were  obtained  on 
petition  placing  2 defectives  in  Institutions  and  one  varying 
order  obtained  transferring  a case  from  guardianship  to 
institutional  care. 

(iii)  Traininy. — By  arrangement  with  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  twelve  cases  under  supervision  attended  the  Occupa- 
tion Centre  at  Olive  Hall,  Waterloo,  and  one  attended  a 
Liverpool  Centre. 
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Section  VII. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Tile  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  the  Senior  Dental 
Officei’: : — 


(a)  PATIENTS  PKOVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CAEE. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
]\Iothers 

— 

— 

— 

Children  under  Five 

139 

:36 

109 

ai. 

109  i 

(b)  POEMS  OF  DENTAL  TEEATMENT  PEOVIDED. 


Extrac- 

tions 

Anaesthetics 

Fill- 

ings 

Scal- 
ings or 
Scaling 
& Gum 
Treat- 
ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Dress- 

ings 

Radio- 

graphs 

Dentures 

Provided 

Local 

General 

Com- 

plete 

Partial  I 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

Children  under 
Five 

194 

• — ■ 

112 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Noth. — Owing  (o  the  rcconstnu-lion  of  the  School  Medicnl  Offices  in  Balliol  Road, 
no  clinic  facilities  have  been  available  during  the  year  for  the  treatment  of 
exiiectant  and  nursing  mothers. 
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Section  VIII. 

Communicable  Diseases 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notilied  e.uring  the  year 
is  summarised  as  follows:  — 

Cases 


Cases  admitted  to 

notified.  hospital. 

Deaths. 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

— 

bcarlet  Fever 

11<)  (d  ) 

71 

— 

Diphtheria 

(20) 

27 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

13 

4 

— 

Measles 

815 

19 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

Infant  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

305 

9 

1 

voluntarily  notifiable  ... 

18(1) 

15 

6 

Pneumonia  ... 

27 

7 

31 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

10  (3) 

10 

— 

Puerperal  Pj'rexia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

20  (1) 

3 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute 

12 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

5 

5 

— 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

*Tuberculosis — 

1 

1 

— 

(a)  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

59 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

* Primary  notilications. 

— 

3 

(The  totals  in  brackets  give  number  of  cases  where  diagnosis  was  not  conrirmed.) 
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Section  IX. 


Tuberculosis 

* 

Noiifiral  ion  Rc(jixier. — ^^Tlic  register  on  31st  December,  1950, 
included  284  males  and  261  females  suffering  from  ])ulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, and  53  males  and  63  females  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  making  a total  of  670  cases  as  compared  with  644  at 
the  end  of  1949. 


Incidence . — The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1930,  was  165  (145 
pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary). 


Notifications  during  recent  years  were  as  follows:  — 


Year. 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 


Tuberculosis 

Notifications. 

150 

142 

169 

186 

162 

173 

190 

152 

167 

181 

165 


Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  was  62  amounting  to  8‘84  jrer  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
and  giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0'88  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  against  1'04  last  year. 

Dispensary  Register. — On  31st  December,  1950,  the  number  of 
cases  receiving  treatment  was  537  as  against  509  on  31st  December, 
1949. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Incidence. — One  hundi'ed  and  forty-five  new  cases  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1950,  a decrease  of  19 
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compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  numbers  uotitied  during  the 
preceding  six  years  were  as  follows;  — 


Year. 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


Notifications  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
135 
142 


161 

123 

137 

164 


In  four  cases  the  first  intimation  was  obtained  from  the  death 


returns,  while  in  9 other  cases  notification  was  made  at  intervals 
of  less  than  three  months  before  death.  The  non-notified  cases,  there- 
fore numbered  6’8  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  59  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


MortaJitij. — During  the  year  59  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  0'84  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  0’94  in  1949,  0'80  in  1948,  ()’81.  in  1947, 
r04  in  1946,  and  0’87  in  1945.  There  were  33  deaths  among  males  and 
26  among  females. 

Chest  Clinic.- — During  the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  examined 
327  patients  newly  referred,  of  whom  38  were  sent  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers  for  opinion  preliminary  to  notification.  Attention 
continued  to  be  paid  to  securing  the  attendance  for  examination  of 
contacts  of  notified  cases,  and  during  the  year  263  were  so  examined. 
The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  made  470  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculous 
patients. 


Non-Pul  monary  Xuherculosis. 


During  the  year  20  new  cases  of  non-])ulmonarv  tuberculosis  wei'e 
notified,  as  compared  with  17  in  1949,  namely  : — 8 bones  and  joints, 
4 glands,  3 meninges,  and  5 other  sites. 


Public  Health  {Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — 
There  was  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  the  above  Piegulations  relat- 
ing to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Section  172. — No  action  was  taken  under 
this  Section  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of  tubercidosis 
to  hospital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

ENGLAND 


MORTALITY,  BOOTLE  AND 
AND  WALES,  1925-1950. 


Year. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (All  Forms) 
per  1,000  population. 

BOOTLE.  ' 

England  and  Wales. 

1891-1900 

2-17 

2-01 

1901-1910 

1-76 

1-65 

1911-1920 

1-82 

1-42 

1921-1925 

1-70 

108 

1925 

1-8 

1-04 

1926 

1-5 

0-96 

1927 

1-5 

0-97 

1 1928 

1-3 

0-93 

1929 

1-3 

0-91 

1 1930 

1-3 

0-90 

1931 

1-59 

0-89 

1932 

1-34 

0-84  ^ 

1933 

1-50 

0-82 

1934 

1-37 

0-76 

1935 

1-17 

0-72 

1936 

1-34 

0-69 

1937 

111 

0-69 

1938 

105 

0-63 

1939 

1-08 

0-58 

1940 

103 

0-67 

; 1941 

1-62 

0-73 

1942 

1-37 

0-65 

1943 

1-28 

0-67 

1944 

114 

0-63 

1945 

roi 

0-62 

1946 

1-20 

0-55 

’ 1947 

0-92 

0-55 

1948 

0-92 

0-51 

1949 

1-04 

0-45 

1 1950 

' 0-88 

0-36 
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Nlass  Miniature  R.a(]iograpliy. 

The  Liverpool  liegioiial  Hospital  J5oard  carried  out  a Mass  Miniature 
l\adiograi)hy  Survey  in  Bootle  from  18th  Januarx  to  4th  June,  l‘J50,  and 
the  School  iMedical  Offices,  Balliol  Hoad,  were  made  available  for  this 
purpose.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pei’sons  who  attended 
for  examination:  — 


Males. 

Peinales. 

Total. 

Emi)loyees  of  Bootle  firms  ...  ... 

1,517 

493 

2,010 

Employees  of  firms  outside  Bootle  ... 

1,934 

1,871 

3,805 

School  children  (Bootle) 

736 

498 

1,234 

Individuals 

233 

301 

534 

4,420 

3,163 

7,583 

In  a,  number  of  cases  after  examination  of  the  miniature  film  it  was 
considered  desirable  to  request  a number  of  persons  to  attend  for  a large 
film  to  be  taken,  as  follows;  — 


No.  of  persons  attended 
for  large  film  ... 

No.  of  large  films  taken 

Percentage  ofi  persons  at- 
tending for  large  film 


County 

Borough. 

M.  P. 

Non-County 

Borough. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

M.  F. 

157  133 

188 

101 

345 

234 

— — 

— 

— 

453 

318 

10-5  11-8 

6-4 

4-9 

7-8 

7-4 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  not  a good  response  from  the 
County  Borough,  as  out  of  7,583  people  examined  only  2,619  were 
resident  in  the  Borough,  and  apart  from  the  visits  to  places  of  employ- 
ment only  584  Bootle  residents  attended  for  examination.  Out 
of  the  2,619  Bootle  residents,  15  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  found,  which  gives  the  high  rate  of  0.57  per  cent,  for  this  small 
group. 

The  IMedical  Director  of  the  IMass  Badiography  Service  desires  to 
arrange  a return  visit  in  the  reasonably  near  future,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a greater  number  of  Bootle  residents  will  be  persuaded  to 
attend. 
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Section  X. 

Venereal  Diseases 

riie  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  became  the  responsibility  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  lioarcl  as  from  5th  July,  1948. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Report  of  the  IMedical  Oflicer  of  the  Treat- 
ment Centres  shows  580  persons  under  treatment  on  Jlst  December, 
1950,  as  against  599  on  1st  January,  1950,  and  a decrease  in  new 
cases,  the  figure  being  382,  as  contrasted  with  438  in  1949.  The  total 
of  382  included  101  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  venereal  disease 
was  not  established ; there  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  new  cases  of 
gonorrhoea. 

The  total  attendances  for  treatment  made  at  the  Centre  durin<T 

O 

the  year  show  a decrease  from  5,734  to  4,943,  the  figure  includes  198 
attendances  made  between  clinic  days  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
at  the  irrigation  centre.  The  average  attendance  at  the  male  clinics 
was  20,  and  at  the  female  clinics  9.  During  1950,  229  cases  were 
discharged  on  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  against 
220  in  thei  previous  year. 

The  following  table  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  cases  present- 
ing themselves  for  treatment  during  the  last  six  years:  — 

Bootle  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

New  Cases  (total) 

433 

356 

450 

436 

438 

382 

New  Cases  (syphilis)  ...  

84 

94 

92 

75 

66 

75 

New  Cases  (gonorrhoea)  ... 

Total  attendances  (excluding  Irrigation 

206 

249 

186 

162 

168 

161 

Department) 

8847 

8786 

7701 

6227 

5293 

4745 

Irrigation  Department  attendances 

1713 

793 

561 

753 

441 

198 

In-patient  Days  

No.  discharged  after  completion  of 

106 

140 

104 

22 

229 

observation  and  treatment  ... 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  after  comple- 
tion of  treatment,  but  before  final 

212 

270 

250 

276 

220 

tests  as  to  cure  

11 

44 

1.35 

87 

42 

32 

Bootle  residents  accounted  for  24'8  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases 
undei'  treatment  at  the  Bootle  Hospital  Centre,  the  Authorities 
contributing  the  next  lai'gest  number  of  cases  being  Liverpool  with 
21’2  })er  cent,  aiul  Lancashire  County  Council  with  19‘9  per  cent. 


1 
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Section  XI. 


Housing 

The  provision  of  adequate  housing  acconnnodation  remains  one  of 
the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  Borough.  The  following  information 
relating  to  applications  for  the  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  up  to  31st 
December,  1950,  has  been  siq)plied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 


No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  inside  the  Borough  ...  2514 

do.  outside  do.  ...  725 

Total  No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  ...  ...  ...  3239 

No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  inside  the  Borough  878 
do.  outside  do.  310 

Total  No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  ...  ...  1188 

Toial  No.  of  a])plicanls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4427 


The  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  increased  during 
19.50  by  602,  the  total  at  the  end  of  1949  being  3,825. 

Of  the  non-householder  applicants  at  present  on  the  list,  8‘5  per 
cent,  have  not  more  than  two  children.  Applications  are  mainly  from 
young  married  couples. 

The  Borough  bbigineer  has  supplied  the  following  information 
relating  to  houses  erected  during  tbo  year. 
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Houses  erected  ))y  Local  Authority — A.l  Type  ...  2 

A. 2 Type  ...  2 

A. 3 Type  ...  110 

A. 4 Type  ...  14 

P..3  Type  ...  18 

146 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  Local  iVuthorities  ...  ...  Nil 

One  housa  was  demolished  dining  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Section  XU. 

Blind  Welfare 

The  administration  of  the  Council’s  Llind  Welfare  Scheme  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Social  Services  Committee. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1950 
was  102  (76  men  and  80  women).  The  number  of  partially  sighted 
per.sons  on  the  register  ivas  24  (0  men,  15  women  and  3 children). 


I 
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Section  XIII. 


Sanitary  Conditions 

The  yenr  lias  been  one  of  constant  interest  and  variety,  including 
special  duties  in  the  compilation  of  rei^orts  for  inclusion  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  evidence  in  connection  with  the  Bootle  Rxtension 
Bill.  Evidence  has  been  given  at  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Inquiries  and  Appeals,  and  it  has  been  a source  of  satisfaction  that 
there  is  a constant  demand  for  information  concerning  environmental 
conditions,  popidation,  overcrowding  figures,  etc.,  which  has  been 
obtained  in  the  survey’s  carried  out  during  the  last  year.  This  shows 
confidence  in  the  statistics  which  have  been  prepared  during  this  period 
by  the  small  staff  of  inspectors  and  assistants  who  have  carried  out 
this  special  work  without  allowi.ng  it  to  interfere  with  the  routine  duties 
of  the  department. 

A special  survey  was  commenced  to  investigate  the  conditions  of 
families  living  in  basements,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a consider- 
able number  of  houses  had  been  inspected. 

There  have  been  efforts  made  with  regard  to  inspection  of  food 
1 factories,  shops  and  cafes;  one  inspector  is  now  specialising  in  factories 
and  workshops,  and  another  in  food  and  drugs.  The  management  and 
I pei'sonnel  of  these  premises  have  shown  co-operation,  although  it  has 
I been  difficult  to  convince  many  shopkeepers  that  constant  hot  water  is 
j essential,  and  that  a kettle  on  a gas  ring  does  not  provide  a sufficient 
j and  suitable  supply.  The  movement  of  employees  in  the  food  trade 
! causes  difficulties  in  respect  of  education  of  personnel,  which  has  to  be 
I repeated  as  temporary  workers  take  up  this  occupation.  Although 
I education  of  the  personnel  plays  an  important  part  in  the  work  of  a 
I'  sanitary  inspector,  where  shopkeepers  and  factory  personnel  are  beset 

I with  their  own  dithculties,  it  has  been  found  that;  they  are  not  readily 
prepared  to  stand  and  listen  while  long  talks  are  given  on  hygiene,  and 
ii  when  persuaded  to  carry  out  some  requirement  which  is  not  included 
i in  legislation  they  feel  that  a personal  favour  has  been  given  to  the 
! inspector. 


! 

1 
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With  the  shortage  of  materials  and  high  cost  of  labour,  people  in 
small  businesses  much  prefer  to  know  that  what  the  inspector  requires  . 
is  included  in  an  Act  or  Order,  and  therefore  clear  and  concise  legisla- 
tion is  of  more  value  than  any  other  medium  for  securing  progress. 

There  have  been  a number  of  new  duties  introduced,  but  the  most 
urgent  matter  is  still  the  repair  of  structural  sanitary  defects. 

There  were  4,310  complaints  from  householders,  and  notices  were  : 
served  in  respect  of  10,350  nuisances,  an  increase  of  104  complaints  on  i 
the  previous  year.  The  “ work  in  default  ” sections  are  constantly  being  ■ 
used,  and)  choked  drains  are  being  cleared  within  48  hours. 

The  constant  surveys  for  housing  purposes  have  helped  considerably  ■ 
in  routine  visitation.  The  assistance  of  the  rodent  operators  has  been  t 
obtained  on  a number  of  occasions,  as  during  their  inspections  for 
infestation  of  vermin  they  refer  any  sanitary  nuisances  to  the  district 
inspector. 

The  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  super- 
vision of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  milk  and  ice-cream  have  been  i 
given  particular  attention,  as  has  also  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  ■ 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  the  adulteration  and  misrepre- 
sentation of  foodstuffs,  the  inspection  of  cases  of  overcrowding,  the 
inspection  of  canal  boats  and  other  special  duties  occurring  from  time 
to  time. 

Special  steps  have  been  taken  witli  regard  to  the  prevention  of  'I 
atmospheric  jDollution,  which  although  reduced  is  still  excessive.  An  i| 
atmospheric  pollution  station  is  being  installed  in  Linacre  Eoad,  and  Ij 
records  of  pollution  will  be  obtained.  The  causes  of  smoke  include  I 
absence  of  mechanical  stolscrs  and  failure  to  obtain  suitable  fuel.  IMany  | 
factories  are  attempting  to  meet  increased  demands  for  goods  for  export,  i 
with  consequent  overloading  of  plant.  Lectures  are  being  held  in  the  | 
Tiiverpool  University  School  of  TTygiene,  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
persuade  boiler  firemen  to  attend.  All  new  plans  submitted  wbei’e  com- 
bustion is  necessary  are  being  given  special  attention,  and  it  is  ■ 
anticipated  that  the  present  improvement  will  be  maintained. 
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SANITARY,  FOOD  AND  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS,  1950 


Visits  or 
Insp’tions 

Notices 

Served 

Nuisances 

Found 

Notices 

Abated 

Notices 

O’stand’g 

Sanitary  Complaints  : — 

Special  complaints  investigated 

4,310 

3,899 

10,350 

3,174 

725 

Houses  inspected  and  re-inspected  ... 

9,362 

— 

— 

— 



Routine  Inspections  : — 

Inspection  of  bakehouses  ... 

129 

14 

29 

11 

3 

„ „ butchers’  shops 

237 

29 

47 

19 

10 

„ „ dining  rooms  (includ- 

ing  cafes,  restaurants  and  canteens) 

156 

18 

44 

10 

8 

Inspection  of  cold  stores 

7 

— 

— 



„ ,,  dairies  

200 

3 

7 

2 

1 

„ „ fishmongers  

66 

12 

17 

5 

7 

„ ,,  fish  and  chip  shops  ... 

164 

14 

8 

11 

3 

„ „ food  factories... 

174 

9 

17 

5 

4 

„ „ fruiterers  shops 

96 

28 

48 

14 

14 

„ ,,  grocers  shops 

391 

80 

149 

57 

23 

„ „ ice  cream  premises  ... 

230 

5 

8 

5 

— 

„ „ ice  cream  hawkers 

29 

8 

11 

8 



„ „ licensed  premises  (pub- 

lie  houses) 

49 

7 

47 

6 

1 

„ „ milk  shops  

82 

3 

5 

3 

„ „ piggeries  

26 

— 

— 

— 



„ ,,  other  shop  premises  ... 

511 

85 

120 

62 

23 

„ ,,  canal  boats  ... 

60 

1 

1 

1 

„ ,,  schools  (kitchens) 

37 

— 

— 



„ „ stables 

41 

15 

33 

11 

4 

„ ,,  vacant  land  

19 

10 

11 

5 

5 

Factories  Act  : — 

Inspection  of  factories  (mechanical) 

384 

7 

„ „ workplaces  (non-mec.) 

129 

9 

) 

15 

1 

„ „ outworkers  premises 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  or 
Inspec. 

Special  Inspections  : — 

Observations  for  atmospheric  ] 

pollution 64 

General  smoke  observations  ...  j 
Housing  applications — over- 
crowding 156 

Inspection  of  Corporation  houses, 

voids,  etc.  184 

Visits— issue  of  habitation  cert.  ...  113 

Inspections  of  applications  re 

housing 275 

Fumigation  of  verminous  houses...  125 
Treatment  of  furniture  by  hydro- 
cyanic acid  prior  to  occupation 
of  Corporation  houses  ...  45 

Investigation  of  infectious  disease  159 
Re-visits  infected  houses  ...  ...  31 

Contacts  infectious  disease  ...  24 

Disinfections  carried  out  after  in- 
fectious disease 287 

mvestigations  for  food  poisoning  38 
Specimens  obtained  for  examin.  343 

Cockroach  infestation  138 

Drain  testing  ...  ...  ...  64 

^'SCLLLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS  AND 

Visits 

Animals — keeping  of  ...  ...  3 

Aged  and  infirm  persons,  enquiries  5 
exhumations  ...  ...  ...  i 


Visits  or 
Inspec. 


Interviews  with  owners,  contrac- 
tors, etc.  576 

Nurseries 6 

Poultry  Stores  ...  ...  ...  i 

Parks  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  16 

Public  health  lectures  and  film 
shows  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  4 

Refuse  tips  ...  ...  ...  12 

Second-hand  furniture  stores  ...  6 

Storage  for  ice-cream  vehicles  ...  5 

Other  miscellaneous  visits  and 

inspections  382 

Destruction  of  Pests  Act,  1949  : — 

Complaints  investigated 20 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  29 

Premises  infested  ...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  re  insects  ...  ...  ...  31 

Housing  Surveys  : — • 

Number  of  houses  visited  to  as- 
certain premises  suitable  for 

reconditioning  890 

Number  of  houses  visited  to  as- 
certain baths  and  population  for 
Town  and  Country  Planning 

, Appeal 4^310 

Survey  of  houses  containing 
cellars  ...  ...  ...  ..  j 328 

Number  of  rooms  measured  ...  ’388 
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Putlic  Mealtli  Act,  1936, 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES. 


Choked/ defective  drains 

428 

,,  ,,  rainwater  pipes 

... 

945 

,,  ,,  wastepipes 

203 

Defective  water  closets 

1,160 

,,  house  roofs 

...  ...  . . . 

1,026 

Defects  in  domestic  water  supply 

...  ...  . . . 

381 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

...  ...  . . . 

157 

Dampness  in  dw'ellings 

... 

895 

Defective  plasterwork  walls/ceilings 

... 

1,298 

Defective  windows  ... 

...  ...  . . . 

893 

Other  defects 

... 

2,964 

Total  ... 

10,350 

Nuisances  abated  by  owners 

7,465 

Nuisances  abated  by  Corporation  (Default /request)  ... 

397 

Total  ... 

7,862 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  FOR  EXAMINATION. 


Milk  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Other  food  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

klilk  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  185 

Milk  for  Heat  Treatment — Phosphatase  Test/Turbidity  175 
Ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  60 

Fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  ...  ...  ....  ...  13 

Specials  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  ...  8 


S{)ecimens  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination 

fi'om  food  handlers  and  contacts  ...  ...  ...  343 


Unsound  food  condemned  and  disposed  of  by  Salvage, 

or  destroyed  ...  ...  10  tons,  5 cwts.,  0 rp's.,  1 lb. 
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The  incidence  of  food  poisoning,  coupled  with  the  increasing 
interest  in  food  h3-giene,  is  resulting  in  evei\y  effort  being  made  to 
incorporate  modern  standards  and  a higher  quality  of  workmanship  in 
food  premises. 

Sampling  is  carried  out  regularly,  and  visits  are  made  to  shops, 
food  factories,  milk  premises  and  ice-cream  distributors  throughout  the 
Borough.  In  spite  of  the  care  that  is  exercised  by  wholesalers  and  retail 
distributors,  and  notwithstanding  strict  supervision  by  the  inspectors, 
instances  have  occurred  of  insects  in  food,  rat  excreta  in  a meat  pie, 
unsound  meat  and  excessive  preservative  in  food. 

The  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  F.  Clark,  M.Sc.,  F.E.I.C.,  examined 
24(1  samples  of  food  and  drugs  during  the  year,  of  w'hich  103  were 
statutory  and  137  informal.  Common  foods  have  been  sampled  regu- 
larly, and  special  samples  have',  been  taken  of  suspected  foods. 

A total  of  8 samples  contravened  Acts  and  llegulations,  and  included 
one  of  milk,  one  of  dried  sage,  one!  of  peel,  one  of  soft  drinks,  three  of 
soup  and  one  of  vinegar. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  adulteration  of  food  or  milk,  and 
in  only  three  cases  was  serious  adulteration  suspected.  The  three 
samples  concerned  included  milk  slightly  deficient  in  fat,  cut  peel 
containing  an  excessive  amount  of  preservative,  and  canned  soup  having 
excessive  metallic  contamination.  Legal  action  resulted  in  the  retailer 
being  penalised  in  the  case  of  the  cut  peel.  The  retailer  voluntarily 
surrendered  his  stock  of  canned  soup.  In  respect  of  the  milk,  the  fat 
deficiency  was  only  eleven  per  cent,  and  was  considered  too  slight  for 
legal  action,  and  the  vendor  was  cautioned.  With  regard  to  the  remain- 
ing samples,  where  the  adulteration  was  slight,  formal  samples  were 
taken,  or  cautions  issued  to  manufacturers. 
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In  addition  to  the  240  routine  samples  submitted  for  analysis  and 
examination,  there  were  0 speeial  samples  consisting  of  four  chemical 
and  two  bacteriological.  The  samples  included  chewing  gum,  milk,  rum, 
meat  pie  and  a custard  pie.  The  chewing  gum,  milk  and  rum  were 
satisfactox’y . The  meat  pie  contained  rat  excreta,  but  as  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to  prove  that  it  was  contained  in  the  substance  of 
the  pie,  legal  action  was  not  taken.  A small  insect  was  found  in  a 
custard  pie,  and’  a caution  was  considered  the  appropriate  action. 

There  were  2 special  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  following  a case 
of  suspected  food  poisoning.  Both  the,  samples  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Of  all  the  samples  submitted  for  analysis  only  10  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Samples  totalling  248  were  submitted  to  the  City  of  Livevpool 
Bacteriologist,  Professor  D.  T.  Bobinson. 
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1 
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3 
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2 
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2 

1 

1 
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rhe  samples  submitted  during  1050  included  the  following  : — 

Prosecutions 


Article 


Statutory 

Samples 


-a 

c 
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O 


3 

•o 
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■o  , 

c 

o 

D 

U 
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E 
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3 
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e 

E 0) 

J- 

< o 


c 
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Aspirin  tablets 
Almonds  (ground) 

Butter  

Bicarbonate  of  soda 
Biscuits 

Custard  powder  ... 

Cornflour 

Castor  Oil 

Cake  decorations 
Chewing  gum  (sweets) 
Cheese  spread 
Cough  mixture 
Coconut  (dessicated) 
Epsom  salts 

Flour  

Fish  (paste) 

Fish  (canned) 

Fruits  (dried) 

Ginger  

Glycerine 

Golden  raising  powder 

Ice-cream 

Jam  

Jelly  crystals 

Jellies  

Lard  

Lemon  curd 
Lemonade  powder 
Margarine 

Marmalade 

Meat  pies  ... 

Meat  (tinned) 

Mincemeat 

Milk  

Milk  (condensed)... 

Milk  (evaporated) 

Oatmeal  

Olive  oil  

Potato  crisps 
Pastry  nfixture 
Peas  (dried) 

Peel  (cut  mixed)  ... 

Pickles  

Puree 

Sauces  

Sardines  

Soft  drinks... 

Sponge  mixture  ... 

Sage  (dried) 

Soups  

Suet  

Sweets  (unrationed) 

Syrup  of  figs 

Tea  

Tomato  paste 
Vegetables  (canned) 
Vinegar  (non-brewed 

condiment) 
Vinegar  (malt)  


99 


£ s.  d. 


£ s.  d. 


2 0 0 


103 


1 


1 


2 0 0 


*Rcst  of  stock  surrendered  and  destroyed 


costs  to  be 

paid 
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Public  Healtli  (Preservatives  in  PooJ)  Regulations  1925  > 192?. 

The  I’ublic  Analyst  examined  185  samples  submitted  for  evidence 
of  preservatives.  A formal  sample  of  cut  peeli  was  found  to  contain  an 
excess  of  320  parts  suphur  dioxide  per  million,  and  legal  action  was 
taken  in  respect  of  this  sample. 


Registration  of  Factories  an  a wkoi  esale  Premises,  FooJ  anJ  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  Section  54. 


(a)  Eegistered  margarine  factories  ... 

(b)  Eegistered  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  ... 

(c)  Eegistered  butter  factories 

Total  inspections  of  registered  premises  ... 


1 

7 

Nil 

33 


Milk 

Milk  Supplies. — Tberq  are  78  registered  distributors  of  milk  on  the 
Borough  Eegister,  and  128  licences  are  issued  under  the  appropriate 
Special  Designation  Eegulations,  1949. 

There,  are  only  twO'  dairymen  selling  raw  milk  in  the  Borough,  the 
remainder  selling  either  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised,  or  Sterilised 
milk. 

There  are  no  farms  or  shippons  situated  within  the  Borough 
boundaries. 

The  amount  of  milk  consumed  within  the  Borough  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  it  is  estimated  that  some  8,700'  gallons  are  consumed 
daily.  With  the  exception  of  40  gallons  all  this  milk  was  subjected 
to  pasteurization  or  heat  treatment,  or  was  from  tuberculin -tested 
herds. 

Eegular  inspection  of  all  plant  is  carried  out  by  a special  Inspector, 
the  milk  being  sampled  throughout  the  entire  processing  system. 

There  has  been  no  infectious  disease  or  food  poisoning  outbreak 
traced  to  the  supply  of  milk  within,  the  Borough. 

}filk  Shops  and  Dairies. — There  are  66  milk  shops  and  16  dairies 
selling  bottled  milk,  all  of  which  have  licences  under  the  regulations. 

During  the  year  282  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and 
a reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  is  inaintained. 
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There  has  l)cen  a weekly  iiisi'iection  of  the  pasteurising  plant  in 
the  Borough.  This  plant  deals  with  SplOO  gallons  of  milk  daily,  of 
which  2,000  gallons  are  consumed  within  the  Borough.  There  were 
114  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  this  plant  for  the  bacteriologist,  and 
of  these  one  failed  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  six  failed  to  ])ass  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  cause  of  these  failures  was  satisfactorilv 
investigated. 

There  have  been  no  legal  proceedings  instituted  against  milk 
vendors  within  the  Borough. 

Hospital:  Milk  Supply. — Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  periodically 
at  Bootle  General  Hospital,  and  7 samples  were  taken  during  the 
year.  Four  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  3 for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  former  satisfied  all  legal  standards,  and  the 
latter  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

Milk  Sampling. — There  have  been  185  samples  of  milk  submitted 
for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  175  for  the  Phosi^hatase  and  Turbidity 
Tests  to  indicate  the  amount  of  heat  treatment  to-  which  the  milk  has 
been  subjected.  Seventeen  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test, 
and  one  the  Phosphatase  Test.  The  17  failing  to  pass  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  included  9 where  the  average  shade  temperature  exceeded 
sixty-five  degrees.  The  other  8 were  investigated,  and  action  was  taken 
to  obviate  the  risk  of  bacteriological  contamination  occurring  in  the 
future. 

With  regard  to  the  one  sample  failing  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  Tost, 
the  inade(|uate  heat  treatment  had  taken  place  inside  the  Borough. 

School  Milk. — There  were  13  samples  of  milk  obtained  from 
schools  for  bacteriological  examination.'  Three  samples  failed  to  pass 
the  ]\Ieth\  lene  Blue  Test  and  all  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test.  There 
were  10  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  all  were  satis- 
factory. 

The  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  is 
included  in  the  paragraph  on  milk  sampling  above. 

Registration  of  Food  Preparation  Fremiies. 

Premises  registered  under  section  14  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
1988,  total  73,  including  those  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages, 
potted  or  preserved  meat,  fish  or  other  foods,  certain  butchers’  shops 
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and  food  factories.  There  were  352  inspections  made  of  these  premises, 
and  the  I'eqnirernents  of  section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
relating  to  sti’ucture,  sanitation,  ventilation  and  removal  of  refuse  were 
applied. 

IDining  Rooms,  Cafes  anJ  Kitckens. 

There  is  still  a considerable  amount  of  work  required  in  these 
premises,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  covering  of  foods,  handling 
during  serving,  cooking,  and  general  cleanliness. 

Constant  visitation  and  the  service  of  notices  has  produced  an 
improved  standard. 

There  have  been  150  inspections  of  dining  rooms  and  cafes,  the 
total  number  of  premises  used  for  this  purpose  being  33. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  the  owners  of 
any  oh  these  premises,  as  any  suggestions  made  by  the  inspectors  have 
been  voluntarily  adopted. 

A difficulty  in  this  type  of  trade  is  staff  education,  the  temporary 
nature  of  the  work  in  some  cases  causing  constant  change.  The  Health 
Education  Officer  is  assisting  considerably  by  showing  films,  and  dis- 
tributing literature  to  personnel. 

Ice  Cream. 

A new  modern  ice  cream  factory  was  built  during  the  year. 

Nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  fat  content  ranged  between  21  per  cent, 
and  12'1  per  cent.  One  of  the  samples  concerned  was  below  5 per  cent, 
fat  content,  and  the  average  fat  content  of  all  samples  was  ST  per 
cent. 

There  were  87  ice  cream  premises  registered,  but  only  13  have  been 
I'egistered  for  manufacture.  Of  these  only  5 are  actually  manufacturing, 
2 are  on  a “ Complete  Cold  Mix,”  and  the  other  6 obtain  and  sell 
supplies  from  wholesalers.  Wherever  possible,  wrapped  ice  cream  in 
electric  conservers  is  being  recommended. 

Sixty  sanqdes  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
results  being  as  follows; — Grade  1,  20;  Grade  2,  18;  Grade  3,-  10; 
Grade  4,  12. 
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Persons  selling  ice  cream  from  vehicles  are  I'equired  to  be  registered 
in  accordance  with  the  llootle  Corporation  Act,  1930.  The  vehicles  are 
insi)ected  before  licensing,  togetlier  with  the  washing  arrangements  and 
the  i)ron!ises  where  the  ice  cream  is  stored  at  the  end  of  tlie  day. 
Where  a vendor  is  living'  in  the  areai  of  another  authority,  connuunica- 
tions  have  been  addressed  to  the  responsible  officer  and  a report  obtained 
as  to  the  suitability  of  the  person  apiilying  for  registration  and  of  his 
premises. 

No  case  of  infection  reported  during  the  year  was  traced  to  ice 
cream. 

Bakekouses. 

There  are  10  bakehouses  situated  in  the  Morough,  and  special 
hygienic  precautions  are  being  taken  in  these  premises.  The  washing 
of  hands,  is  insisted  upon,  and  cigarette  smoking  discouraged. 

One  basement  is  still  in  use  for  this  purpose,  and  is  subject  to 
special  registration. 

Inspections  made  during  the  year  numbered  129. 

Unsound  Foods  CTondemned 

Total  weight,  10  tons  5 cwts.  0 qrs.  1 lb. 

Meat  (raw).- — lleef.  Offal,  Pigs  feet  and  tails,  Geese,  Bacon. — Total 
raw  meat,  2,311  lbs. 

Meat  (tinned). — Hams,  Liuncheon  meats,  Corned  beef.  Assorted 
tinned  meats. — Total  canned  meat,  470  lbs. 

Fruit,  etc.  (raiv). — Currants,  Figs,  Prunes,  Sultanas,  Pineapple. — 
Total  raw  fruit,  5,224  lbs. 

Fruit,  etc.  (canned). — Vegetables,  Tinned  Fruit,  Ehubarb,  Peas, 
Carrots. — Total  canned  fruit,  2,570  lbs. 

Fish  (raw). — 84  lbs. 

Fish  (canned). — 576  lbs. 

MiJlc  (canned). — 1,524  lbs. 

Other  Foods  (raw  and  canned). — Soup,  Pudding  mixtures.  Jam, 
Tapioca,  Bread  rusk.  Tripe,  Eggs  (shell). — Total,  10,202  lbs. 
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Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  150  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  in  287  cases. 

In  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  special  investigations 
were  carried  out  in  the  homes  of  food  handlers  in  order  to  detect  any 
possible  carriers  olj  disease  in  their  families.  Where  any  food  handler 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  or  to  be  a canaer  of  the  organisms  of 
food  poisoning  the  management  of  the  canteen  or  food  factory  was 
informed  and  in  every  case  a period  of  leave  with  pay  arranged  until 
the  danger  had  been  overcome. 

Smallpox  contacts  were  traced  and  kept  under  observation  until 
the  expiration  of  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease. 

Infectious  disease  cases  nursed  at  home  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion, and  advice  wasi  given  as  to  preventing  the  dissemination  of 
infection.  Where  isolation  was  found  to  be  impossible,  arrangements 
were  made  for  removal  to  hosjjital. 

The  local  authority  have  now  been  made  responsible  for  the  removal 
of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  ships  in  Bootle  Docks. 


ater  Supply. 

The  Borough  of  Bootle  is  supplied  with  water  by  Liverpool  Cor- 
I)oration,  the  source  being  upland  surfaces  in  North  Wales  and 
Lancasliire.  It  is  wholesome  and  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  Periodical 
bacteriological  examinations  in  the  Borough  are  made  by  the  water 
imdertakers  and  reports  sul)mitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Throughout  the  year  complaints  concerning  the  water  supply  have 
been  reduced  to  a minimum  by  constant  co-operation  between  the 
inspectors  and  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Water  Department. 

The  381  defects  related  mainly  to  waste,  or  to  damage  caused 
by  burst  pipes. 
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Prosecutions  for  N^on"  Abatement  of  M 


uisances 


Public  H ea  Itb  Act,  1936, 


Section  93. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  for  the  non-abatement  of  sanitary 
nuisances  during  the  year.  i’rosecutions  have  been  reduced  to  a 
inininiuin  by  personal  contact,  and  also  by  the  Corporation  cairying  out 
the  work  in  default,  as  provided  for  by  statute. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Public  Health  Act  is  being  used  as 
a palliative  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  in  insanitary  property 
which  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts, 
and  consequently  only  matters  of  an  urgent  sanitary  nature  are  remedied 
in  this  type  of  proijerty,  improvements  and  reconditioning  being 
impracticable. 

The  age  of  the  premises,  together  with  restricted  space,  prevents 
the  installation  of  bathrooms  or  even  the  addition  of  an  annexe,  to 
comply  with  modern  standards  in  the  majority  of  these  sub-standard 
houses,  from  which  complaints  are  constantly  being  received. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  - Infestation  Order,  1943. 

There  are  three  permanent  rodent  operators  engaged  in  carrying  out 
duties  under  the  above  mentioned  regulations. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation 
during  the  year.  This  Act  gives  the  Local  Authority  power  to  treat 
premises  in  blocks,  and  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  rodent 
disinfestation. 

The  staff  are  carrying  out  continuous  visitation  of  all  premises 
in  the  Borough,  and  all  factors  giving  rise  to  infestation  are  immedi- 
ately dealt  with.  Tilany  cases  necessitate  the  taking  up  of  floors,  yard 
surfaces  and  passages,  leading  in  some  cases  to  extensive  drainage 
repairs  and  reinstatement. 

The  systematic  treatment  of  sewers  is  assisting  considerably  in  the 
prevention  of  surface  infestation.  It  has  been  ascertained  by  test 
baiting  that  there  are  now  many  sections  of  the  sewerage  S3'stem  free 
from  infestation. 

Systematic  inspection  of  private  dwelling-houses  continued,  and 
I during  the  year  15,605  were  inspected.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  41  by  rats  and  86  by  mice.  The 
number  of  complaints  from  occupiers  lias  been  reduced  to  a very  small 
number,  and  only  119  complaints  were  received. 
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hisiroction  uf  Laiuh  and  Jj  uiidintju. — Tliet'e  wert;  5,417  inspections 
of  lands  and  l)uildings,  coinprising  food  shops,  retail  shops,  factories, 
warehouses,  schools,  offices  and  cold  stores.  One  hundred  and  twelve 
of  these  premises  were  found  to  be  infested,  60  by  rats  and  52  by  mice. 
The  staff  treated  61  of  these  infestations,  the  remainder  being  dealt 
with  by  servicing  companies  under  the  supervision  of  the  rodent 
operators.  There  were  1,596  poison  baits  deposited  by  the  staff,  and  of 
these  858  were  taken. 

Sewer  Treatment.— The  sewers  have  been  treated  on  two  occasions, 
and  during  April  and  May,  after  a ten  per  cent,  test,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  treat  1,256  man-holes.  In  254  man-holes  infestation  by 
rats  was  found.  During  October  and  November  another  treatment  was 
carried  out,  and  1,100  man-holes  were  treated,  revealing  signs  of  infes- 
tation in  204  man-holes.  A further  test  has  been  carried  out  in  the  new 
sewers  which  have  been  laid  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Causes  of  Infestation. — The  majority  of  infestations  are  found  in 
food  storage  premises,  and  the  rodent  operators  have  concentrated  on 
such  premises. 

Smoke  Akatement  anil  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  essentially  industrial  character  of  the  Borough  is  causing  an 
atmospheric  pollution  problem  of  some  magnitude.  Considerable 
improvement  has  been  obtained,  but  further  efforts  are  necessary  to 
reduce  the  sources  of  pollution. 

The  use  of  inferior  types  of  fuel  is  giving  rise  to  excessive  smoke, 
and  it  would  appear  to  be  beyond  the  control  of  managements  to 
reduce  this  emission. 

The  problem  has  been  tackled  in  a sympathetic  and  energetic 
manner,  alterations  to  plant  have  been  carried  out,  mechanical  stokers 
have  been  installed  wherever  possible,  and  the  ]\Iinisti*y  of  Fuel,  upon 
a personal  request,  have  co-operated  by  supplying  an  improved  graded 
fuel  to  the  factories  having  difficulty  in  preventing  smoke  emission.  The 
Ee"ional  Officer  for  the'  North  Western.  Gas  Board  has  been  approached 
regarding  extensive  alterations  to  the  Gas  Works,  and  consideration 
is  being  given  to  suggested  improvements. 

General  observations  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  64 
official  observations  taken.  As  a result  of  these  observations.  7 notices 
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have  been  served  upon  persistent  offenders.  Ln  the  remaining  cases 
management  and  personnel  liave  been  interviewed  and  advice  given 
to  stokers  where  necessary,  or  the  source  of  mechanical  difficulty 
ascertained. 

The  causes  of  smoke  emission  included  inefficient  stoking,  unsuit- 
able fuel  and  defective  plant. 

Efforts  to  improve  the  atmosphere  are  to  some  extent  offset,  as 
Bootle  is  subject  to  considerable  pollution  from  the  Dock  Estate  and 
surrounding  industrial  areas. 

O 

An  atmospheric  pollution  recording  station  is  being  established  at 
Linacre  Eoad  for  the  measurement  of  grit  and  sulphuric  acids. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  although  there  have  been  a number  of 
infringements  throughout  the  year,  it  was  not  necessary  to  institute 
court  proceedings,  immediate  action  being  taken  voluntarily  by  all 
concerned. 


Factories. 

Periodical  visitation  of  factories  has  been  made,  and  alterations, 
reconditioning  and  suggested  improvements  have  been  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  the  inspectors. 

There  are  187  mechanical  factories  and  57  factories  without 
mechanical  power.  Five  hundred  and  thirteen  inspections  have  been 
made,  and  as  a result  of  these  inspections  notices  have  l)een  served  in 
respect  of  10  of  these'  premises  to  secure  cleanliness,  adequate  ventila- 
tion, drainage  and  suitable  sanitation. 

A number  of  factories  still  require  modern  sanitation,  although 
existing  legislation  does  not  specify  types  of  sanitary  accommodation. 
The  managements  of  all  factories  concerned  are  keenly  desirous  of 
improving  the  standard  of  their  premises. 

The  staff  have  given  special  attention  to  the  disposal  of  industrial 
waste,  and  detailed  inspection  has  been  carried  out  during  the  installa- 
tion of  grit  tanks,  grease  traps  and  intercepting  chambers. 

The  new  register  of  factories  and  workshops  is  in  course  of 
preparation. 
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Homeworkers. 

The  homes  of  out-workers  are  visited  regularly.  At  present  there 
are  three  out  workers  on  tlie  register,  and  the  premises  have  been  found 
tO(  1)0  satisfactory. 

W^orkplaces,  Including  Offices. 

dhe  important  work  of  inspection  of  these  premises  is  being  given 
special  attention,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  workers  are  working 
under  conditions  causing  discomfort. 

1 went} -four  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  alterations  to  secure 
improvement  in  one  workplace  have  been  made. 

A great  improvement  in  office  hygiene  can  be  obtained  by 
decoration,  cleanliness  of  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation  and 
lighting.  The  notices  include  these  requiremeirts. 

Second-kand  Stores. 

Inspection  of  6 second-hand  stores  has  been  maintained.  This 
work  is  particularly  important  to  prevent  the  spread  of  vermin  and 
infection,  particularly  in  certam  areas  where  the  cost  of  new  furniture 
is  more  than  can  be  comfortably  afforded  by  the  occupiers  of  houses, 
who  rel}'  upon  second-hand  clothing  or  furniture. 

It  is  of  particular  importance  that  these  articles  should  be  clean 
and  free  from  infection  or  vermin,  and  great  importance  is  therefore 
attached  toi  this  work. 

Cinemas . 

Insi)ection  of  the  three  cinemas  in  the  Borough  has  been  instituted. 
These  inspections  are  important,  for  transmission  of  infection  and 
vermin  is  difficult  to  prevent  where  large  numbers  of  people  congregate. 
Consequently,  it  is  important  that  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation, 

li^^hting,  cleanliness  and  structural' defects  receive  immediate  attention.  I 

! 

offensive  Trade*. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  and  4 
inspections  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  emission  of  noxious  fumes  > 
or  the  accumulation  of  offensive  refuse. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  the  establishment  of  further 
offensive  trades  during  the  year. 
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Public  Sanitary  ConTeniencei. 

There  are  21  sanitary  conveniences  under  the  sui)ervision  of  the 
llepartinent;  all  of  these  provide  for  males  and  4 of  them  make 
provision  also  for  females. 

The  damage  caused  to  public  conveniences  by  carelessness  and 
destruction  is  now  being  reduced  by  co-operation  with  the  I’olice. 

The  public  convenience  staff  consists  of  4 males  and  2 females, 
and  they  cleanse  every  public  convenience  at  least  twice  a day,  and  in 
special  cases  three  times  a day.  The  ladies’  conveniences  are  kept 
open  until  the  hour  of  10-30  p.m.,  and  open  agaiuithe  following  morning 
at  7-30  a.m. 

Special  attention  is  necessary  to  the  public  conveniences  situated 
in  North  Parlv  and  South  Park  during  the  holiday  periods,  or  when 
fail’  grounds  are  established.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I have  to  report 
that  the  public  conveniences  at  North  Park  suffer  considerably  from 
damage  and  dirt  during  these  periods,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  wash 
the  internal  walls  daily  due  to  the  mud  and  filth  that  is  thrown  upon 
them  during  these  periods. 

The  inspectors  visit  the  conveniences  regularly  to  supervise  the 
cleansing,  and  205  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


V ermin  Infestation. 

The  routine  procedure  for  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises 
has  been  maintained.  Twenty-so\  en  municipal  houses  and  ol  privately-- 
owned houses  were  disinfested  with  suitable  insecticides,  and  the 
furniture  of  45  dwelling-houses  was  treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

Special  treatment  has  been/  adopted  for  cockroach  infestation,  and 
has  been  applied  to  120  municipal  houses,  0 privately-owned  houses,  2 
schools  and  1 pulffic  bath. 

Special  steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  certain  pests,  includ- 
ing ants,  bed  bugs,  house  flies  and  lice.  This  service  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  local  authority  at  a nominal  fee,  the  occupiers  being  only 
too  happy  to  have  the  pests  removed,  and  00  occupiers  have  paid  to 
have  their  premises  disinfested. 
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Canal  Boats 

There  were  60  inspections  of  canal  boats  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  within  the  Borough.  One  notice  was  served  and  1 infringe- 
ment has  now  been  remedied.  No  women  or  children  were  found  on 
the  boats  during  inspection.  Bootle  is  not  a registration  authority. 


Stahl 

During  the  summer  months  stables  can  be  a source  of  considerable 
nuisance,  and  visits  to  stables  are  usually  increased  during  this  period. 
Fly  infestation  is  a serious  menace,  and  the  methods  now  adopted  are 
proving  effective.  D.D.T  is  being  used  to  an  increasing  extent  in  the 
spraying  of  stalls.  As  a result  of  41  special  visits  to  14  stables,  15 
notices  were  served  to  remedy  defects  to  drainage,  paving,  midden- 
steads,  walls,  windows  and  lighting. 


Exhumations* 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  present  at  1 exhumation  at  a ceme- 
tery within  the  Borough,  in  compliance  with  Home  Office  regulations 
for  the  insistence  of  care  and  decency,  and  the  prevention  of  nuisance. 

The  body  was  re-interred  in  another  part  of  the  cemetery,  the 
work  being  carried  out  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  special  care 
was  taken  to  avoid  passo]-s-by  observing  the  operation. 


Nuisance  from  Noise. 

Noise  nuisance  gave  rise  to  2 serious  complaints  during  the  year 
from  householders  living  near  industrial  premises. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Inspection  of  swimming  baths  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year, 
and  samples  of  the  water  taken  on  1 occasion. 

During  the  winter  months  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the 
chemical  treatment  plant,  and  a new  section  of  the  baths  is  in  course 
of  erection. 


57 


Hair^: 


Testers  an< 


Bark 


I ers. 


These  premises  are  not  compulsorily  registered,  but  the  inspectors 
luvve  visited  48  hairdressers  during  the  year,  applying  general  principles 
of  hygiene  and  sanitation,  usually  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


Rent  R.estriction  Acts,  1920  - 1939. 

There  were  no  applications  received  under  the  above  Acts. 

Caravan  D wellings. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  dwellers  situatc-d  within  the 
Borough,  nor  are  there  any  sites  for  this  purjiose.  Periodical  fun  fairs 
visit  the  parks  and  one  other  site,  but  as  they  are  subject  to  special 
exemjotion  licensing  is  not  required. 

From  time  tu  time  gypsies  visit  the  Borough,  but  when  informed 
by  inspectors  that  camping  is  not  permitted  they  have  moved  away  from 
the  Borough. 


Housing. 

Further  surveys  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  ascertain 
houses  suitable  for  re-conditioning,  houses  without  baths,  cellar  dwell- 
ings and  overcrowding. 

Detailed  inspections  of  the  houses  situated  in  Reconstruction  Areas 
1 and  2 have  been  carried  out  to  determine  the  final  procedure  to  be 
adopted  with  these  sub-standard  houses.  In  all  6,916  detailed  inspec- 
tions have  been  carried  out. 

Re-conditioning  of  Houses. — A complete  survey  of  specimen  houses 
was  completed  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  pre- 
liminary action  was  taken  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  with 
regard  to  consideration  as  to  re-conditioning. 

Acute  concern  has  been  expressed  with  regard  to  the  absence  of 
baths  and  hot  water  in  5,594  houses. 
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Sub-lettiiKj. — The  result  of  periodical  surveys  indicates  that  there, 
has  been  little  imj^rovement,  and  there  are  still  4,900  sub-let  houses  3 
in  the  Borough.  These  houses  are  unlit  for  this  purpose,  being  built’ 
originally  to  house  only  one  family,  and  there  are  no  amenities  for  the.' 
families  now  in  occupation. 

Overcrowding. — The  acute  housing  shortage  has  prevented  the? 
strict  application  of  the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts, 
and  action  has  consisted  mainly  in  the  reduction  of  gross  overcrowding, . 
and  the  prevention  of  use  of  unfit  premises  for  sleeping  purposes. 

During  the  year  156  reports  were  made  for  consideration  by  the- 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  with  applications  for  priority, 
in  re-housing.  Besides  being  overcrowded,  many  cases  had  a record  of: 
chronic  infection  or  other  serious  illness,  and  in  some  cases  families- 
were  found  to.  be  living  and  sleeping  in  an  attic  or  basement. 

Municipal  Houses. — On  a change  of  tenancy,  all  municipal  houses? 
are  inspected,  and  during  the  year  275  houses  have  been  so  visited.  Of: 
these,  184  were  vacant  at  the  time  of  visit  and  113  habitation  certificates? 
were  issued  after  treatment  or  repair  of  the  premises. 

The  household  effects  of  45  new  tenants  were  found  to  be  verminous, . 
and  were  treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  prior  to  being  taken  into) 
the  municipal  houses. 


Training  of  Students. 

Three  students  received  theoretical  and  practical  training  during  the* 
yeai,  and  two  subsequently  passed  the  qualifying  examination. 
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